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4    letters 

Senior  staff  members  share  therr  final  thoughts. 

6    exclamations 

Catch  up  on  the  latest  major  events  you  may 
have  missed. 


Departments 
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athletics 

Spring  sports  highlights  from 
basketball,  track,  softball, 
tennis,  golf,  and  baseball. 

government 

Can  we  declare  Spring  Fling  a 
national  holiday? 


A  winter  wonder  in 
Beesonland. 


ministries 

Discover  unconventional  ways 
to  share  your  faith  through  the 
Spring  Break  mission  trip. 

the  arts 

Samford  talent  exposed  on 
stage  and  in  the  gallery. 


organizations 

Student  ideas  came  to  life 
through  two  new  campus 
groups. 

greek 

Liberty  Run  II  was  not  a  Greek 
invasion,  just  their  way  of 
supporting  the  troops! 

intramurals 

Basketball  and  softball  compete 
for  students'  spare  time. 


Features 


18    Stomp  Scream? 

Take  a  behind-the-scenes  look  at  Step  Sing  and 

wonder  why  we  don't  call  it  something  else! 

22    Helping  Hands 

Who  do  you  rely  on  for  plumbing  emergencies, 
friendly  advice  and  dinner  every  night?  Get  to 
know  people  who  make  life  easier  for  all  of  us  at 
Samford. 

25    Corts  In  Action 
He's  the  Big  Man  On  Campus,  but  most  stu- 
dents never  see  him.  Take  this  chance  to  meet 
the  President1 

Learning  Through  Service 
The  trials  of  life  teach  us  the  most  about  what 
we  can  do.  Hear  what  some  who  stepped  out 
Beyond  Samford  have  learned. 

30  Alternative  Spring  Break 
Tired  of  the  beach?  See  what  Samford 's  own 
Lugsole  did  instead. 

31  Senior  Shout-Out! 

Did  YOU  make  the  Hall  of  Fame/Shame? 
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find  your  own  voice 


Hey,  I've  got  two  balcony  seats  for  Saturday  night    Anyone  interested? 
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Graduating  seniors  will  take 
many  memories  with  them. 


One  week  until  I  graduate  from  college.  What 
have  I  done  with  all  the  time9 

I  have  to  admit,  I've  done  a  lot  of  things  over  the 
past  five  years  that  I  never  imagined  before  coming  to 
Samford.  I  never  thought  I'd  change  my  major  six 
times,  race  through  the  streets  of  Costa  Rica  in  a  bor- 
rowed vehicle,  or  dig  through  Eric  Motley's  trash  can. 
But  life  is  what  happens  instead  of  your  plans. 

Voices  centers  on  the  unplanned  part  of  life  — 
unexpected  turns  in  events  or  opportunities  to  create 
new  ones.  Ice  storms  gave  us  a  winter  break,  heli- 
copters buzzed  the  Quad  and  tornados  dropped  in  on 
Spring  Fling,  making  for  an  interesting,  albeit  unfore- 
seen, semester. 

What  have  you  done  unexpectantly?  Step  out  into 
the  community  and  help  people  around  you.  Walk  up 


to  someone  you've  always  wanted  to  meet.  Raise 
your  hand  in  class  and  say  what's  on  your  mind. 

Whether  it's  on  our  pages  or  in  your  thoughts, 
everything  you  do  deserves  to  be  remembered. 
(Well,  maybe  not  everything.  We  are  college 
students  after  all.) 

I'll  always  remember  two  people  for  helping  me  get 
to  Samford.  Clyde  Walker  and  Coach  McClure,  thank 
you  for  believing  enough  in  me  to  offer  me  an  educa- 
tion. And  thanks  to  the  journalism  and  world  lan- 
guage departments  for  showing  me  how  to  use  it. 


I'm  outta  here 
Lisa  Wells 
Editor 


meals  you  shared  in  the  Caf  .  .  . 


You'll  always  remember  your  friends 


Welcome  to  the  fourth  edition  of 
Voices !   Putting  it  together  for  you  has 
been  exciting  —  I,  a  graduating  senior, 
learned  a  lot  about  Samford  I  didn't  know 
before.  This  is  an  incredibly  activity-ori- 
ented, personality-packed  place! 

That's  why  I  wanted  Voices  to  live  up 
to  its  name  and  give  a  voice  to  some  of 
the  lesser-known,  but  as  important, 
aspects  of  life  here  at  SU.  From  a  day  in 
life  of  Dr.  Corts  to  volunteer  work  in  the 
inner  city,  the  Spring  '96  issue  features  a 
fresh  perspective  on  what  makes  Samford 
stand  out. 

Many  people  stand  out  in  my  mind 
who  gave  me  a  helping  hand.    A  big 
thanks  to  family,  friends,  and  a  certain 
fiancee  (Scott).  Without  their  support,  I 
would  have  been  locked-up  in  a  mental 
institution.  I  would  like  to  thank  Donovan 


Harris  for  keeping  me  on  track  with  the 
direction  on  how  to  get  Voices  printed. 
Another  thank-you  to  Lisa  Wells  for  the 
printed  words  that  gave  pictures  charac- 
ter. I'd  also  like  to  thank  the  photogra- 
phers and  designers  who  gave  of  their 
busy  schedules  to  meet  deadline. 

The  other  student  designers  and  I  are 
glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  give  you  a 
completely  student-created  magazine. 
We  are  free  to  use  more  colorful  and  inno- 
vative design  than  we  could  in  a  year- 
book, which  means  you  get  a  more  profes- 
sional-looking campus  publication. 

I  hope  you  enjoy  it, 
Mary  Ann  Upham 
Art  Director 
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Priority  Check 

Routine  campus  life  ground  to  a  halt 
early  in  February  when  Mother  Nature 
reminded  us  once  again  that  some  forces 
still  elude  our  control 

The  generous  amounts  of  ice  and  snow 
she  delivered,  not  to  mention  the  frosty 
temperatures,  had  a  strong  impact  on  life  at 
Samford.  We  missed  a  few  classes  and  we 
played,  sledded,  slipped  and  slid  across  the 
arctic  tundra  resembling  the  Quad. 

But  the  inclement  weather  demonstrated 
a  few  things  about  Samford  students  and 
life  in  general,  other  than  the  fact  that  caf 
trays  make  great  sleds. 

As  technologically  advanced  as  our  soci- 
ety has  become,  we  cannot  prevent  or  con- 
trol the  weather.  We  can  put  a  man  on  the 
moon,  but  we  are  still  at  the  mercy  of  the 
wind  and  the  rain,  the  snow  and  the  ice. 

The  weather  even  managed  to  disrupt 
Step  Sing  ticket  sales.  Maybe  we  should  all 
pause  for  a  moment  to  consider  the  magni- 
tude of  that. 

All  the  running  around  we  humans  do, 
and  all  our  endless  plans  and  tasks  —  the 
importance  of  it  all  is  relative.  Mightier 
forces  exist.  Grander  plans  have  been 
made,  and  they  overrule  ours. 


On  to  less  profound  observations,  such  as 
the  flexibility  and  ingenuity  our  fellow  stu- 
dents displayed  in  the  face  of  the  havoc 
wreaked  by  all  that 
white  stuff. 

To  the  RA's  who 
took  on  cafeteria 
responsibilities  to 
feed  the  campus,  to 
the  creative  souls 
who  fashioned 
snow  sleds  out  of 
everything  from 
laundry  baskets  to 
lawn  chairs,  and  to 
the  hearty  crowd 
who  hiked  to  the 
Waffle  House  or 
other  reputable 
establishments,  we 
salute  you.  You  are 
all  great  Americans. 

Hopefully  the 
"Grand  Plan"  will  call  for  other  unexpected 
events  in  the  future  of  our  campus.  It  is 
these  unforeseen  circumstances  that  bring 
out  the  best  of  the  human  spirit  in  us  all. 

-  Carrie  Dawson 


A  brief  course  in  caf 
tray  aerodynamics. 


Plastic  Identity 

After  much  anticipation,  the  new 
Samford  identification  cards  finally 
arrived  on  campus  this  February. 
Students  picked  up  their  cards  on 
February  27  and  28  and  began  using 
them  on  February  29. 

"I've  linked  my  card  to  AmSouth, 
but  I  haven't  had  to  use  it  [off-cam- 
pus] yet,"  said  junior  Greg  Sheek.  "I 
like  the  fact  that  we  can  use  the 
card  for  copies  and  laundry.  It 
makes  life  easier  since  you  don't 
always  have  enough  change." 

The  new  cards  bear  little  resem- 
blance to  the  old  Samford  IDs.  The 


old  student  numbers  have  been 
replaced  with  new  16-digit  personal 
account  numbers  which  promise  to 
confound  anyone  who  tries  to  mem- 
orize them.   Instead  of  a  bright  red 
background,  the  new  IDs  feature  a 
background  picture  of  the  Davis 
Library  belltower.  But  looks  aren't 
the  only  distinguishing  characteris- 
tic of  the  new  cards. 

With  the  new  Samford  IDs,  stu- 
dents can  access  funds  to  use  in  the 
cafeteria,  the  food  court,  the 
University  bookstore,  campus  copy 
machines,  laundry  machines,  and 
certain  residence  hall  snack 
machines.  Students  can  deposit 


funds  into  their  school  accounts  at 
the  Samford  Card  Center  in  the 
University  bookstore.  Each  time 
they  utilize  the  cards  on  campus, 
money  is  withdrawn  from  their 
school  accounts. 

Students  with  AmSouth  checking 
accounts  enjoy  even  greater  conve- 
nience. By  linking  an  AmSouth 
account  with  a  Samford  ID,  they  can 
use  the  ID  as  a  debit  card  and  make 
purchases  from  off-campus  stores. 

-  Kristie  Wills 
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Distinguished  Guests 

In  February  Samford  University  and 
Cumberland  School  of  Law  were  privileged  to 
host  a  visit  from  former  President  Gerald  R 
Ford,  who  spoke  during  dedication  ceremonies 
for  the  new  Lucille  Stewart  Beeson  Law 
Library. 

President  Ford  headlined  a  10  a.m.  dedica- 
tion program  in  Wright  Center  Concert  Hall 
and  also  took  part  in  the  11  a.m.  ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies  at  the  law  library,  an  $8.4  million 
facility  that  opened  in  1995. 

President  Ford  served  25  years  in  the  US 
House  of  Representatives,  including  his  eight 
years  as  Minority  Leader.    He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  prestigious  Warren  Commission  that 
investigated  the  assassination  of  President 
John  F.  Kennedy. 

In  1973  he  succeeded  Spiro  T.  Agnew  as 

Vice-President,  and  the 
following  year  he 
became  President  after 
the  resignation  of 
Richard  M.  Nixon. 

The  former  President 
currently  resides  in 
Rancho  Mirage,  Calif., 
and  continues  to  lecture 
widely  on  domestic  and 
foreign  policy  issues. 
Samford  University 
also  received  a  distin- 
guished guest  in  April, 
this  time  as  part  of  the 
Samford  Speaker  Series.  Dr.  Kyungsook  Lee, 
President  of  Korea's  Sookmyung  Women's 
University  presented  a  speech  titled  "The  Role 
of  Women  in  Leadership"  on  the  evening  of 


President  Gerald  Ford 


SGA  Elections 

On  Tuesday,  April  9,  students  went  to  the  polls  to  elect 
their  new  SGA  officers  for  the  1996-97  school  year  after  a 
week  of  vigorous  campaigning  by  the  candidates. 

The  students  who  will  be  taking  office  in  the  fall  are 
junior  public  administration  major  Hunter  Brewer,  presi- 
dent; sophomore  management  major  Bryan  Freud,  first 
vice-president;  junior  psychology  major  David  Spurling, 
second  vice-president;  and  sophomore  management 
major  Tim  Nabors,  treasurer. 

Voter  turnout  for  the  election  this  Spring  was  low  com- 
pared to  last  year,  but  some  blame  the  lower-than-normal 
numbers  on  the  fact  that  the  election  took  place  on  the 
Tuesday  immediately  following  the  Easter  holiday.   "Some 
people  just  forgot  to  vote,"  said  current  first  vice-president 
Lisa  Good,  a  senior  majoring  in  public  administration. 

The  newly-elected  officers  were  sworn  in  during  the 
annual  SGA  banquet  held  at  Vestavia  Hills  Country  Club 
on  April  30. 

"I'm  real  excited  about  the  new  officers,"  Good  said.  "I 
think  all  four  of  them  are  highly  qualified.  They  have  good 
leadership  qualities,  a  lot  of  integrity,  and  I  think  they  will 
do  a  wonderful  job." 

-  Michelle  Henderson 


April  18  in  the  Divinity  School  Chapel. 

Dr.  Lee  holds  masters  and  Ph.D.  degrees  in 
political  science  and  international  affairs  from 
the  University  of  Kansas  and  the  University  of 
South  Carolina,  and  has  held  many  distin- 
guished positions  both  at  Sookmyung  Women's 
University  and  in  Korean  government. 

Samford 's  School  of  Pharmacy  is  linked  in  an 
educational  affiliation  with  Sookmyung's 
College  of  Pharmacy  and  is  involved  in  the 
development  of  a  Korean  National  Drug 
Information  Center  based  at  the  University. 

-  Carrie  Dawson 
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Word  Players 


Student  Ministries  offers  many  opportunities 
for  involvement  in  discipleship,  worship  and 
ministry.  One  of  33  groups  in  Student  Ministries, 
a  fine  arts  team  called  the  Word  Players  has  trav- 
elled throughout  the  Southeast  spreading  the 
message  of  God's  love. 

Word  Players  allows  students  to  minister  in  an 
unconventional  manner  by  using  short  skits, 
mime  and  songs  to  relay  their  message. 

Junior  biology  major  Shannon  Smith,  director 
of  Word  Players,  said,  "It's  exciting  when  youth 
groups  pay  close  attention  to  our  skits,  especial- 
ly when  they  don't  sit  still  long  enough  to  hear  a 
sermon.  Sometimes  this  is  what  they  need  to 
realize  Jesus  wants  a  personal  relationship  with 
them." 

The  group  refers  to  Exodus  9:16  as  their 
vision  verse.  It  says,  "For  I  have  raised  you  up  for 
this  very  purpose —  that  you  might  know  my 
power  and  that  my  name  might  be  proclaimed 


Experimental  Stages 

An  "experimental"  concert  venue  —  that's  what  Experimental  Stages 
seeks  to  provide  for  Samford  students.  This  year,  breakaway  acts  like 
Roger  Day,  Mighty  Purple,  Bodan,  Richard  Pierce  and  student  bands  such 


as  Lugsole,  Three  Days,  and  Oversoul  have 
taken  the  stage  in  the  food  court  by  storm. 

Director  of  Student  Activities  Suzanne 
Martin  said,  "We  chose  the  name 
'Experimental  Stages'  because  we  wanted 
to  bring  in  entertainment  other  than  expen- 
sive rock  bands,  like  poetry  readings,  read- 
er's theatre,  improv,  and  comedians.  .  We 
want  to  entertain,  showcase  Samford  stu- 
dents and  provide  something  not  offered 
anywhere  else." 

Next  year  the  Experimental  Stages 
Committee,  under  the  leadership  of  junior 
history  major  Jeanne  Sullivan  and  sopho- 
more journalism  major  Chuck  Jeane,  hopes 
to  introduce  coffee  house  entertainment  into  its  current  line-up. 

"I  would  like  to  see  students  branch  out  and  be  more  open-minded  to 
other  forms  of  entertainment,"  Jeane  said. 

Interested  students  who  wish  to  learn  more  about  Experimental  Stages 
should  contact  the  Student  Activities  office  at  2345. 

-  Leigh  Marie  Lunn 


through  all  the  earth."  They  have  made  this 
verse  their  goal  by  providing  Word  Players  with 
a  duel  mission —  knowing  God  and  making  him 
known. 

Each  Tuesday,  the  group  meets  from  5:30  to 
8:45  pm  to  hold  Bible  study,  prayer  and  practice. 
Practices  begin  with  a  student-led  devotion,  fol- 
lowed by  a  time  of  singing  praise  songs,  sharing 
prayer  requests  and  praying  together.  Then  they 
go  over  business  and  new  performance  dates, 
and  practice  new  skits  or  work  on  old  ones. 
The  Word  Players  usually  perform  twice  a 
week,  take  some  weekend  trips  and  participate 
in  a  Spring  Break  mission  trip  each  year. 
Obviously,  participation  in  the  organization 
requires  a  time  commitment.  Senior  education 
major  Rachel  Burton  said,  "We  spend  so  much 
time  together,  they  have  become  like  my  second 
family." 

Senior  English  major  Beth  Ranson  relies  on 
the  encouragement  and  accountability  that  she 
receives  from  the  other  Word  Players.  She  said, 
"We  pray  and  praise  togeth- 
er, and  we  are  accountable 
to  each  other  in  our 
Christian  walks.  I  know  if  I 
need  someone  to  talk  to,  I 
can  find  them  in 


Word  Players." 

Auditions  for 
Word  Players  will  be 
held  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fall 
semester.  Interested 
students  should  look 
for  signs  around 
campus  next  semes- 
ter for  audition 
dates. 

-  Jan  Griggs 


Jammin'  in  the  courtyard! 
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Summer  Olympics 

Unless  you've  been  hiding  out 
behind  Beeson  Woods  for  the  last 
year  or  so,  you  should  already  have 
heard  the  news.  The  Olympics  are 
coming  to  Birmingham  and  many 
Samford  students  will  take  part  in 
the  historic  event. 

The  Birmingham  Olympic  Soccer 
Committee's  slogan  says  it  best  — 
"Never  before,  never  again."  Most  of 
us  will  never  be  this  close  to  another 
Olympics  again  in  our  lifetime  and 
Birmingham  and  Atlanta  are  gearing 
up  for  this  once-m-a-lifetime  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  Games  begin  on  July  20  and 
run  until  the  28th,  with  all 
Birmingham  soccer  matches  being 
played  at  Legion  Field.  None  of  the 
teams  will  practice  on  the  Samford 
campus,  but  they  will  be  found 
around  town  practicing  at  area 
parks. 

While  the  response  from  Samford 
students  has  not  been  as  high  as 
Lee  Insko,  Samford 's  Olympic 
Volunteer  contact,  had  anticipated, 
he  did  say  that  there  are  many  stu- 
dents who  are  volunteering  through 
different  civil,  social  and  religious 
organizations. 

"A  lot  of  people  will  regret  that 
they  did  not  participate  in  some 
way  with  this  summer's  Olympics," 
Insko  said. 

Some  of  the  positions  which 
hopeful  volunteers  could  apply  for 
include:   protocol,  translation,  med- 


ical services  and  media  accreditation. 

According  to  Insko,  Birmingham 
will  require  anywhere  from  1000  to 
1200  volunteers  per  day.   In  all,  the 
Olympics  will  utilize  the  services  of 
more  than  40,000  volunteers.  This  is 
clearly  not  a  small  scale  production. 

Junior  David  Baker  and  his  room- 
mate, sophomore  Tim  Cncler,  are 
both  volunteering  at  the  Olympic 
matches  in  Birmingham. 

"My  first  choice  is  a  job  working 
on  the  soccer  field  during  the  match- 
es," Crider  said.  He  has  also  applied 
for  translating  services  at  the 
Olympic  Village  at  Birmingham- 
Southern  College. 

Baker,  a  double  major  in 
Journalism  and  Spanish,  and  Crider, 
a  biology  major,  volunteered  during 
the  1992  Olympics  in  Barcelona. 
Both  of  them  lived  in  Spam  before 


Put  Out  the 
Welcome  Mat! 

Baylor  University  administra- 
tor, James  S.  Netherton,  will  suc- 
ceed William  E.  Hull  as  the 
Provost  of  Samford  University. 

Hull  will  retire  from  the  posi- 
tion of  Provost  on  May  31.  He 
will  continue  to  teach  courses  in 
New  Testament  and  other  sub- 
jects as  a  university  professor. 

Currently  the  Vice-President 
and  Chief  Operating  Officer  at 
Baylor,  Netherton  directs  the 
University's  financial  and  busi- 
ness offices.  A  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  he  also 
holds  a  Ph.D.  in  mathematics 
from  the  University  of  Virginia. 

Netherton  officially  will 
assume  his  duties  as  Provost  on 
June  1. 

-  Leigh  Marie  Lunn 


coming  to  Samford. 

Baker  recalled,  "They  hadn't  even 
finished  the  Olympic  Stadium  [in 
Barcelona]  just  weeks  prior  to  the 
opening  ceremonies,  but  somehow 
they  completed  it  to  a  point  where 
people  could  sit  there." 

Birmingham  already  has  put 
extensive  work  into  preparing  for  the 
games,  and  the  accompanying 
crowds.   Five  Points  South  will  hold  a 
city  party  as  soon  as  all  teams  who 
will  be  playing  at  Legion  Field  are 
announced.  Team  USA  has  akeady 
been  confirmed  to  play  in 
Birmingham  on  July  20  and  22. 

Birmingham  also  will  host  six  of 
the  men's  preliminary  matches,  three 
women's  preliminaries  and  two 
men's  quarter-finals.  All  of  the  final 
matches  will  be  held  in  Athens, 
Georgia. 

The  matches  will  all  be  broadcast- 
ed internationally,  giving 
Birmingham  the  opportunity  to 
improve  its  image  and  create 
tourism  for  the  city.  During  the 
Olympics  there  will  be  mini-festrvals 
in  the  downtown  parks  for  people  to 
browse  and  take  part  in. 

This,  the  centennial  celebration 
for  the  Olympics,  is  the  first  time  in 
Olympic  history  that  women's  soccer 
will  be  recognized  in  the  games. 

Washington  D.C.,  Miami  and 
Orlando  also  will  hold  Olympic  soc- 
cer events. 

-  Sharon  Dean 
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Basketball 


The  Bulldogs  carried  on  their  tradition  of  tight 
games  and  close  finishes  as  they  ended  the  season  16- 
11,  11-5  in  the  conference.  This  finish  earned  them  the 
Trans  America  Athletic  Conference  Western  Division 
Championship  and  a  number  one  seed  in  the  TAAC 
tournament  in  Deland,  Fla. 

The  Bulldogs'  dreams  of  an  NCAA  berth  were  shat- 
tered once  again  with  an  emotional  overtime  loss  in  the 
first  round  to  Florida 
International. 

According  to  Coach  John 
Brady,  NCAA  tournament 
dreams  haven't  died.  "It  will 
happen  for  Samford 
University  one  day.  It  may 
not  be  when  the  staff  wants 
it,  but  it  will  happen  because 
we're  committed  to  doing 
things  right." 

Junior  Jonathan  Pixley, 
with  an  average  of  20  points 
a  game  was  chosen  first 
team  ALL-TAAC.  Senior 
Joey  Davenport  was  chosen 
second  team  ALL-TAAC 
with  an  average  of  17.4 
points  per  game. 

Perhaps  the  most  disap- 
pointing part  of  the  whole 

season  was  the  loss  of  six 

Swoosh,  baby! 
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seniors  including  Davenport,  Jodie  Hays,  Jeff  Taylor, 
Reggie  Ware,  Dettrick  Barnes  and  Jamal  Fields. 

Davenport  finishes  as  the  third  all-time  leading 
scorer  in  school  history  with  1,651  points.  He  also  set 
the  school  record  for  three  pointers  made  with  258  and 
most  free-throws  made  with  557. 

Hays  finished  his  career  third  all-time  in  rebounds  at 
Samford  with  601.  He  rebounded  in  double  figures  17 
times  and  scored  in  double  figures  18 
times.   Hays  recorded  four  double-doubles 
for  his  career. 

Taylor  started  in  53  of  a  possible  54 
games  in  his  two-year  career  at  Samford. 
Voted  the  best  defensive  player  on  the 
team,  he  grabbed  27  steals  this  season. 
Ware  played  in  47  games  in  his  two 
years  at  Samford.  He  recorded  five  steals 
against  Central  Florida  and  his  career  high 
was  12  points  against  Stetson  last  year. 

Despite  the  losses,  Brady  is  optimistic 
about  next  year.  Samford  has  signed  six 
new  players,  five  of  which  are  coming  out 
of  high  school.  "We  have  six  incoming 
freshmen.  From  a  quality  and  quantity 
standpoint,  this  is  the  best  recruiting  class 
we've  had.   Four  of  the  signees  are  playing 
in  their  respective  state's  all-star  games, 
which  attests  to  their  athletic  ability,"  he  said. 
-  Mary  Abigail  Sessions 


Baseball 


Wearin*  out  the  bases. 


When  Voices  went  to  press,  the 
baseball  team  had  played  39  games 
with  a  record  of  18-21. 

The  loss  of  starting  second  base- 
man Brett  Hage  and  starting  third 
baseman  Allan  Dobbins  to  injury 
early  in  the  season  might  have  put  a 
damper  on  the  Bulldogs'  perfor- 
mance, but  pitching  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  the  Bulldogs'        victories. 

Jason  Drake  was  second  in  the 
TAAC  with  11.1  strikeouts  per  nine 
innings.  Ab  Argent  was  sixth  in  the 
league  with  9.6  per  nine.  Glenn 
Criswell,  however,  was  the  hottest 


pitcher  for  the  Dawgs  up  until  press  time.  In  the  eight 
innings  he  pitched  against  Auburn  he  allowed  just  one 
run  and  struck  out  a  career  high  of  1 1 .   Criswell  has 
gone  4-1  in  his  last  five  games. 

Brooks  Souders,  a  sophomore  from  Marietta,  Ga., 
was  named  TAAC  player  of  the  week  when  he  batted 
.652  for  the  week  with  13  RBTs,  two  homers,  and  two 
doubles.  Over  nine  games,  Souders  was  17-for-30  at 
the  plate. 

Senior  Jimmy  Henry  also  batted  well  going  6-for-8  in 
the  double  header  against  Jacksonville  State  in  which 
the  Bulldogs  won  one  and  lost  one. 

With  14  games  left,  the  Bulldogs  still  have  a  chance 
for  a  winning  season. 

-  Mary  Abigail  Sessions 
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Golf 


The  men's  golf  team  competed  in  five  tournaments 
this  Spring,  including  the  Argonaut  Invitational  in 
Pensacola;  the  Pizza  Hut  Intercollegiate  in  Jackson, 
Miss.;  the  North  Alabama  Classic  at  Florence,  Ala.; 
and  the  JSU  Gamecock-Silver  Lakes  Classic  in 
Glencoe,  Ala. 

The  Bulldogs  finished  the  season  with  an  eleventh 
place  spot  at  the  TAAC  Men's  Golf  Championship  in 
Charleston,  S.C. 

The  Lady  Bulldogs  stepped  up  to  the  tee  in  three 
tournaments:  the  Lady  Trojan  Invitational  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.;  the  Southern  Mississippi  Lady 
Eagle  Invitational  in  Laurel,  Miss.;  and  the  TAAC 
Championship  in  Charleston,  S.C. 

Senior  Kelsey  Logan  shot  a  final  round  83  to  slip 
from  second  to  fifth  place  in  Charleston,  but  still 
earned  All-TAAC  honors  for  the  second  time.  As  a 
team  the  women  finished  fifth  with  a  995  total. 

-  Carrie  Dawson 
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One  small  step  for  man 


Track 


Record-breaking  perfor- 
mances highlighted  the 
track  teams'  season. 
"I  thought  we  per- 
formed well  considering 
injuries  throughout  the 
season    We  have  a  strong 
foundation  for  the  future," 
junior  Mike  Reasons  said. 
While  many  students  were  enjoying  their  spring  break, 
the  track  teams'  competed  at  the  Alabama  Relays  in 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and  the  UTC  Invitational  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 

Junior  Jennifer  Lockamy  had  a  top  performance  in  the 
10,000  meters  at  Alabama,  and  sophomore  Claire  Lenox 
excelled  in  the  hurdles  at  UTC.  Lenox  won  the  400-meter 
hurdles  and  finished  third  in  the  100-meter  hurdles. 

At  the  TAAC  Conference  meet  in  Orlando,  the  men 
won  third  place  honors  while  the  women  took  fifth. 
Highlights  included  freshman  star  Michelle  Mullis,  who 
placed  second  with  a  record  2:14  in  the  800  meters. 
Senior  Amy  Gattis  also  took  second  in  javelin. 

Freshman  Andy  Bishop  swept  the  competition  with  his 
record-breaking  time  of  9:33  in  the  steeplechase,  as  his 
brother,  Aaron,  placed  second  and  Reasons  placed  fourth. 
Senior  Michael  Stewart  also  placed  second  in  the  110- 
meter  high  hurdles. 
-  John  Phillips 


Way  to  go,  slugger 


Softball 


Samford's  Softball  team  finished 
out  the  spring  with  a  win-loss  record 
of  7-45  total  and  2-14  in  the  confer- 
ence.  Freshman  Sunny  Russ  from 
Birmingham  led  the  team  with  a 
batting  average  of  .384,  53  hits, 
three  homeruns,  and  18  RBI's. 

The  Lady  Bulldogs  struggled  through  a  season  marred 
by  losing  streaks  —  the  longest  was  18  games  —  before 
their  final  win  over  Troy  State  on  April  22. 

"We  learned  a  lot  about  perseverance  and  relying  on 
each  other  for  support,"  junior  Jennifer  Eley  said. 
-  Came  Dawson 


Tennis 


The  tennis  team  served  up  its  share  of  success  this  sea- 
son. On  the  women's  side,  four  seniors,  one  junior,  and 
four  freshmen  combined  to  accomplish  a  11-5  record,  win- 
ning over  teams  like  Tennessee  Tech,  University  of 
Tennessee  at  Chattanooga,  Birmingham-Southern  and 
Georgia  Tech. 

"If  we  can  combine  the  experience  of  the  seniors  with 
the  new  competitiveness  of  the  freshmen,  we'll  be  unbeat- 
able," Coach  Pat  Breen  said  of  the  women's  potential  for 
next  season. 

With  seniors  Cheree  Walker,  Amy  Scotch,  Julia  Marsh 
and  Ann  Armistead  playing  their  final  season,  Falgum 
Parsana  said,  "It  was  disappointing  to  lose  close  matches 
that  we  know  we're  capable  of  win- 
ning. But  we  gave  it  our  all,  and 
that's  what  counts." 

The  men's  team  also  understands 
what  it  means  to  work  hard  and  find 
success.  Beginning  this  year 
ranked  62nd  in  the  country,  five 
seniors  led  the  team  against  a  diffi- 
cult line-up  that  included  five  of  the 
top  25  teams  in  the  nation.  They 
are:  Allan  Dickson,  Akash  Lamba, 
Marcus  Lyon,  Stewart  Hill  and 
Fernando  Diaz. 

Such  stiff  competition  would  seem  to  detract  from  the 
overall  record,  but  the  Bulldogs  pulled  through  with  a 
strong  14-7  finish  as  they  placed  second  to  Florida 
International  in  the  TAAC  Conference  Tournament.  Peter 
Calitz,  Lamba  and  Parsana  all  were  named  to  the  All- 
TAAC  Conference  Team. 

-  Ann  Armistead 


Wow!  She  covers  both 
sides  of  the  court  at  once. 
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Spring  Fling 


The  week  of  Spring  Fling  that  began  with  sun  and 
fun  ended  with  rain  and  twisters. 

Spring  Fling  1 996  bloomed  with  the  crack  of  a  bat  at 
the  West  Campus-sponsored  Dinner  in  the  Dugout  on 
Tuesday,  April  16.  Hundreds  of  sun-starved  Samford 
students  turned  out  from  class  to  support  the  baseball 
team  in  a  game  against  the  University  of  Alabama  at 
Birmingham.  "Free"  became  the  word  of  the  day  as 
students  received  complimentary  T-shirts  and  dinner. 
What  more  could  you  ask  for  other  than  the  bright  and 
sunny  day,  an  exciting  day  and  food  that  was,  well,  the 
usual  SU  fare? 

The  Spring  Fling  activities  progressed  as  Alpha 
Delta  Pi  sponsored  an  all-school  skate  party  on  Tuesday 
night.  Students  arrived  to  reminisce  their  junior  high 
years  and  relive  memories  of  80  's  music  and  couples 
skate. 

Spring  Fling  revived  itself  on  Thursday  when  Catfish 
Jenkins  played  in  the  food  court,  scoring  big  points 
with  the  Southside  crowd  who  did  not  have  to  leave 
the  comforts  of  campus  to  see  their  favorite  band. 

The  musical  tradition  continued  on  Friday  as  Life  in 
General,  a  self-  described  "happy,  aggressive,  alterna- 
tive, folk-pop"  band  performed  in  the  newly-refurbished 
Washington  Courtyard. 

Spring  Fling  outdid  itself  on  Saturday,  when  Mother 
Nature  did  not  forget  to  make  an  appearance.  Two  tor- 
nado warnings  cancelled  the  activities  on  the  quad, 
but  the  constant  drizzle  and  wind  did  not  dampen  the 
spirits  of  any  involved. 

Birmingham  Clean-up  went  without  a  hitch  in  the 
morning,  as  students  arrived  at  Ben  Brown  plaza  at  8 
a.m.  to  receive  yet  another  free  T-shirt.  With  hearts  full 
of  service  and  stomachs  full  of  doughnuts,  the  students 
scattered  around  Birmingham  cleaning  and  brighten- 
ing the  community. 

Fortunately,  the  tornados  dropped  in  when  the 
Birmingham  Clean-up  volunteers  already  had  returned 
to  the  caf.  Their  unexpected  arrival  forced  everyone 
downstairs  to  the  food  court  just  in  time  to  hear  the 
day's  first  band  tuning  up. 

As  Spring  Fling  committee  members  scurried  to  get 
the  laser  tag  set  up  in  the  field  house  and  the  quad 
cleared  of  games,  the  battle  of  the  bands  continued  in 
the  food  court.  The  music  ranged  from  faculty  folk 
artists  to  fraternity  funk  with  such  acts  as  Fish  Tank 
Jonah,  Not  Yet  Dead,  and  A  Jazz  Ensemble.  Crowds 
jammed  to  their  music  blaring  over  the  howl  of  the  tor- 
nado warning  sirens. 


While  the  rain  and  wind  wreaked  havoc  outside,  the 
food  court's  carnival  atmosphere  comforted  everyone 
with  sno-cones  and  cotton  candy,  proving  that  Spring 
Fling  requires  only  a  positive  state  of  mind,  regardless 
of  the  weather. 

-  Bess  Henningei 


Makin'  the  moves  at  the  Bulldog  Ball. 
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Student  Ministries  Mission  Trip 


Thirty-one  Samford  students  and  two  faculty  spon- 
sors traveled  to  Houston,  Texas,  over  Spring  Break  to 
participate  in  this  year's  Student  Ministries  Spring 
Break  Mission  Trip.   "Typical  things  that  students  do 
at  Spring  Break  are  pretty  selfish,"  Student  Ministries 
chair  Brenda  Sanders  said,  "but  for  these  students, 
their  Spring  Break  had  an  eternal  purpose/' 

The  diverse  group  spent  the  week  ministering  to 
the  local  low-income  population,  many  of  whom  were 
Hispanic  and  did  not  speak  English.  The  students 
worked  through  established  local  mission  centers 
where  they  actively  took  part  in  ministry  programs 
targeted  at  adults,  kids  and  teens.  Specific  ministries 
included  Spanish-language  worship  services,  free 
nursery  care,  free  groceries,  and  drama  performances 
that  crossed  the  language  barrier. 

Andy  Boyles,  a  junior  who  attended  the  trip  for  his 
second  year  in  a  row,  said  that  giving  out  the  gro- 
ceries turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  best  experiences  of 
the  entire  trip  for  him.  "I  got  to  look  people  right  in 
the  eye  and  they  were  so  happy,"  he  said.  "We  could- 
n't always  speak  the  same  language,  but  somehow 
there  was  some  kind  of  communication  going  on. 
And  I  guess  it  was  just,  'I  love  you,  let  me  help  you.'" 

Allison  Carr,  a  freshman  who  hopes  to  become  a 
medical  missionary,  had  the  opportunity  to  share  her 
testimony  with  a  boy  after  one  of  the  teen  sessions.   "I 
just  shared  the  whole  gospel  with  him,  just  went 
through  Jesus'  purpose  and  His  forgiveness  and  His 
love  for  us,"  she  said.  As  she  prayed  with  the  13- 
year-old,  she  said  she  experienced  something  that 
transcended  language.  The  boy's  prayer  was  not  only 
"broken  English,  it  was  broken  hearted" 

One  of  the  important  lessons  that  students  said 
they  learned  on  the  trip  was  the  need  for  more  mis- 
sionaries within  the  United  States.  "I  felt  like  part  of 
our  ministry  was  to  the  missionaries  because  it  gave 
them  a  break,"  said  Sanders.  "We  could  not  imagine 
how  they  did  it.  There  were  thirty-three  of  us,  and 
they  do  Kids'  Club  with  seven!" 

While  most  Samford  students  greatly  anticipate 
Spring  Break  and  the  relief  it  provides,  these  students 
learned  there  are  some  people  in  our  country  who 
never  get  a  break  from  poverty  and  hunger.  Boyles 
encourages  anyone  interested  in  this  kind  of  trip  to 
consider  joining  the  crew  next  year.  "I  don't  know  if 
people  feel  really  intimidated  by  the  words  'mission 
trip'  or  'Student  Ministries,'  but  they  shouldn't  be,"  he 
said.  "You  don't  have  to  be  'strongly  spiritual'  to  come." 

-  Betsy  Wells 
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Student  Missions  swept  the 
Southwest,  literally. 
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Art  Exhibit 


Artistic  students  and  faculty  gained  exposure  on 
campus  through  an  exhibition  in  the  Wright  Center 
Art  Gallery  this  March . 

"We'd  like  to  have  a  permanent  budget  for  the 
gallery  and  schedule  shows  more  frequently  to  bring 
work  from  off-campus,"  art  professor  Gloria 
Clemmensen  said. 

Student  work  included  handmade  paper  projects, 
along  with  samples  of  the  1994  and  1995  honors  semi- 
nar creative  projects. 

The  honors  projects  centered  on  two  themes:  Self- 
Portraits ,  a  portfolio  of  poetry,  prose  and  mixed-media 
pieces,  and  Definitions,  a  collection  of  writing,  pho- 
tographs and  found  objects  based  on  reactions  to 
words  like  fear,  freedom  and  innocence. 

"The  Dome  Project,"  a  folk  art  project  based  on  the 
campus  landmark,  also  premiered  for  students  to 
enjoy.   "We  started  it  for  fun  last  semester  as  a  hodge- 
podge of  ideas.  It  grew  into  an  artistic  statement," 


senior  Mary  Ann 
Upham  said. 

Faculty 
members  Jon 
and  Gloria 
Clemmensen, 
Larry  Davenport, 
Art  Meripol, 
Karim  Shamsi- 
Basha,  Robin 
Snyder,  Lowell 
Vann  and  Mary 
White  contributed  work  to  the  exhibition.  Both 
Meripol  and  Shamsi-Basha  are  professional  photographers. 
The  exhibit  provided  the  opportunity  to  appreciate 
not  just  art  itself,  but  also  the  often-unnoticed  cre- 
ative abilities  of  Samford's  students  and  faculty. 
-  Lisa  Wells 


Creativity  lines  the  walls. 


To  Gillian  on  her  37th  Birthday 


Birthday  —  it  is  a  word  which  instantly  forms  an 
idealized  picture  in  our  minds  —  one  of  cake  and  ice 
cream,  crepe  paper  and  lemonade.  However,  this  was 
certainly  not  the  type  of  picture  created  in  Samford 
Theatre's  production  of  To  Gillian  on  Her  37th  Birthday 
In  contrast,  Gillian  dealt  with  losing  a  loved  one  and 
moving  on  in  life. 

After  seeing  the  play,  senior 
Kara  Chism  commented,  "It 
kept  your  attention,  the  action 
was  flowing  and  exciting,  and 
they  did  a  great  job  of  acting1 " 
Patrick  Jones  played  David, 
an  aging  professor  haunted  by 
memories  of  his  deceased  wife, 
Gillian  (Elizabeth  McKnight). 
David  struggled  to  restore  his 
relationship  with  his  teenage 
daughter,  Rachel  (Mandy  Bolla).  Both  Patrick  and 
Mandy  presented  us  with  moving  performances  in  a 
story  characterized  by  a  believable  father-daughter 
relationship. 

"I  had  to  play  a  father  and  a  crush  on  stage.  It  was  a 
very  emotional  role,  and  it  was  interesting  trying  to  pull 
that  off,"  Jones  said  of  his  performance. 

Sara  Herron  and  Tiffany  Triplett  charmed  the  audi- 


Theatre  brings  realism  to  Samford. 


ence  in  their  respective  roles  as  Esther  and  Kevin. 
Their  characters  aided  in  the  growth  and  communica- 
tion among  other  characters.  And  the  comic  relief  pro- 
vided by  the  characters  Cindy  (Ashley  Alvarado)  and 
Paul  (Shawn  Castle)  added  balance  to  the  play's 
serious  nature. 

"When  you're  on  the  stage  and  you  hear  the 
audience  laughing,  you  know  you've  done  well," 
Alvarado  said. 

"What  I  found  attractive  about  Gillian  was  how  real 
it  seemed.  The  people  in  this  play  were  instantly 
believable  and  likable;  the  bonds  between  and  among 
friends  and  family  were  almost  palpable,"  Travis 
Hawkins,  Gillian's  director,  said. 

Gillian's  set,  designed  by  Brad  Jones,  also  reflected 
its  realistic  nature.  A  simple  vacation  cabin  with  a 
back  porch  facing  the  ocean  gave  the  audience  a  view 
of  life  as  the  characters  saw  it.  Sounds  of  waves  and 
oldies  playing  on  the  radio,  as  well  as  props  like 
Gatorade  bottles  and  Jansport  backpacks,  made  the 
scenes  come  alive  with  a  sense  of  familiarity. 

Directed,  designed  and  performed  by  talented  stu- 
dents, Gillian  reflected  the  mature  and  devoted 
approach  which  Samford  Theatre  has  taken  to  the 
dramatic  arts. 

-  Beth  Ranson 
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Samford  Ambassadors 


Students  seeking  to  improve  their  diplomatic  skills 
can  do  so  through  the  new  Samford  Ambassadors 
program. 

The  ambassadors  serve  as  student  liaisons 
between  Samford  and  its  constituencies.   The  stu- 
dents also  help  to  promote  the  university's  image 
through  the  organization. 

"I'm  very  excited  about  this  program  because  I 
think  it  will  help  me  with  my  career  in 
public  relations,"  sophomore 
Chenngton  Shucker  said. 

Seven  seniors,  eight  juniors  and 
three  sophomores  were  chosen  from 
over  100  recommended  students  to 
become  the  first  Samford  Ambassadors. 
They  are:  Jennifer  Bratschi,  Brandon 
Carr,  Joey  Coons,  Joey  Davenport,  Chris 
Hill,  Eric  Motley,  Dan  Voelzke,  Staci 
Barnett,  Clayton  Hemphill,  Jennifer 
Lockamy,  Bill  Lunsford,  Alison 
McCreary,  Brad  Medcalf,  Susan  Orum, 


Janie  Sullivan,  Elizabeth  Atcheson,  Chenngton 
Shucker  and  Julie  Smith. 

These  students  assist  President  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Corts  by  attending  functions  with  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  major  and  potential  donors,  and  visiting  dig- 
nitaries, providing  the  guests  with  a  student's  per- 
spective on  the  matters  they  discuss.    They  also 
receive  training  in  public  speaking  and  enjoy  hands- 
on  experience  in  the  field  of  public 
relations  . 

"The  Samford  Ambassadors  [orga- 
nization] allows  students  to  develop 
skills  that  are  necessary  throughout 
life.  They  are  goodwill  ambassadors 
through  their  external  interaction  by 
providing  people  with  the  opportunity 
to  learn  more  about  Samford,"  senior 
Eric  Motley  said. 
-  Holly  Norman 
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We  dig  diplomacy 


Dance  Team 


A  dream  came  true  for  senior  Brooke  Craven  this 
year  when  her  efforts  to  start  a  dance  team  at 
Samford  University  finally  paid  off. 

"I'm  really  proud  of  the  effort  that  our  girls  put  into 
making  this  a  great  dance  team.  We  have  done 
things  that  I  wasn't  sure  a  new  team  would  be  able 
to  do,"  Craven  said. 

Craven  first  dreamed  of  organizing  a  dance  team 
during  the  second  semester  of  her  freshman  year.  As 
a  member  of  the  National  Cheerleadmg  and  Dance 
Association,  she  gained  dance  experience  throughout 
college,  even  when  an  official  dance  team  did  not 
exist  at  Samford.    She  realized  her  goal  when  the 
group  she  helped  to  organize  took  center  stage  during 
half-time  at  basketball  home  games  this  fall. 

Over  60  women  tried  out  for  the  dance  team, 
which  impressed  Craven  because  she  did  not  realize 
so  many  women  would  have  an  interest  in  the  new 
organization.    Today,  the  dance  team  consists  of  17 
women  who  are  primarily  freshmen  and  sophomores. 

Freshman  Shelley  Moore  has  enjoyed  the  group's 
enthusiasm  and  teamwork.  "We  all  got  along  really 
well  and  everyone  was  willing  to  work  hard,"  she  said. 

When  performing,  the  women  practiced  five  days  a 


week  for  two  to  three  hours  each  day.  Many  students 
believed  their  work  paid  off  when  they  saw  the 
team  in  action 

"I  really  enjoy  the  dance  team.  I  think  they  helped 
add  to  the  spirit  of  excitement  at  the  ball  games," 
sophomore  Kan  Osborne  said. 

Sophomore  John  Hawkins  agreed,  "Half-time  has 
been  really  boring  before  this  year!" 

Although  the 
dance  team  per- 
formed at  only 
seven  home  basket- 
ball games  this 
season,  they  hope 
to  include  many 
more  games  next 
year.  While  the 
team  would  like  to 
work  with  the 
cheerleaders  to  cre- 
ate some  joint  routines  for  next  season,  as  the  team's 
captain,  Craven  would  like  to  see  them  participating  in 
competitions  as  well. 

-  Holly  Norman 


Hands  down,  we've  got  the  best  dance 
team  in  town. 
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Liberty  Run  II 


"Beware  of  Greeks  bearing  gifts,"  so  the  story  goes. 
Yet,  on  March  8  a  green  army  helicopter  replaced  the 
fabled  wooden  horse  and  the  gifts  resembled  treats 
rather  than  tricks.  Wrtnesses  of  this  event  did  not 
refer  to  their  high  school  English  book,  turning  instead 
to  their  own  backyard. 

Samford  students,  faculty  and  the  surrounding  com- 
munity made  history  that  chilling  Friday  morning  on 
the  football  practice  field  by  participating  in  Liberty 
Run  II,  an  effort  designed  to  show  support  for  American 
troops  assigned  to  Operation  Joint  Endeavor  in  Bosnia. 

The  massive  army  chopper,  soldiers  clad  in  camou- 
flage and  the  inspirational 
speech  provided  only  a 
glimpse  of  the  real  "battle 
ground"  environment  that 
our  troops  experience  every 
day  in  the  hostile,  foreign 
land  of  Bosnia.  But  the  mes- 
sage was  the  same  —  support 

Project  Director  Ross 
Cline  wanted  to  invite 
Samford's  student  organiza- 
tions to  take  part  in  rallying 
support  for  the  troops  by 
assembling  care  packages 
containing  items  like  batter- 
ies, radio  walkmans,  non- 
perishable  foods,  disposable 
cameras  and  a  personal  let- 
ter of  encouragement. 

Liberty  Run  II  focused  on 
the  Greek  community  as  a  key 

target  for  the  project,  considering  the  significant  per- 
centage of  students  belonging  to  a  Greek  organization, 
in  addition  to  their  active  involvement  in  campus-wide 
events. 

Phi  Mu  sister  Jessica  Krichev  said,   "I  wish  there 
was  more  we  could  do.  I  don't  think  we  had  a  chance 
to  honestly  realize  the  importance  of  the  Bosnian 
efforts." 

The  Greek  women's  association,  Panhellenic, 
took  on  responsibility  for  promoting  the  event  around 
campus  via  flyers  and  posters,  as  well  as  scheduling 
Cline  to  visit  the  sororities  to  personally  encourage 
each  member  to  support  the  project  by  assembling 
care  packages. 

The  assembly  process  varied  in  each  sorority,  but 
basically  utilized  the  "family"  or  "sisterly"  bond.  For 


A  funny  thing  happened  on  the  way  to 
school  today.  .  . 


example,  Phi  Mu  had  each  family,  which  consisted  of 
the  big  sister,  little  sister,  grand-big  and  grand-little 
relationship,  to  purchase  and  create  their  own  pack- 
ages. Phi  Mu  estimated  that  20-25  packages  were 
made  all  together. 

Alpha  Omicron  Pi  organized  one  care  package  per 
five  sisters.  Twenty  were  constructed  all  together,  yet 
the  sisters  refused  the  special  convocation  credit 
awarded  to  those  in  attendance. 

"We  refused  the  convo  credit  because  we  wanted  to 
make  sure  we  were  doing  it  for  the  right  reasons," 
Alpha  Omicron  Pi  sister  Katie  O 'Daniel  said. 

Zeta  Tau  Alpha  similarly  used 
their  family  tree  system  to  prepare 
about  10  care  packages.  In  addition, 
Alpha  Delta  Pi's  system  of  Prides 
(various  sisters  with  a  group  leader) 
served  to  assemble  several  of  their 
own  packages. 

Delta  Zeta  suggested  that  sisters 
unite  with  one  another  in  a  partner- 
ship to  produce  their  care  pack- 
ages, and  carried  down  20-30  pack- 
ages to  the  field  the  day  of  the 
event. 

The  Interfraternity  Council,  the 
Greek  men's  association,  initially 
took  part  in  the  Liberty  Run  II. 
Cline  was  invited  to  speak  to  their 
group  to  encourage  an  active 
participation. 

Sigma  Chi  had  several  brothers 
volunteer  to  assemble  their  own  15- 
20  packages.  Several  other  fraternities  were  anxious  to 
help  that  day.    Unfortunately,  a  misunderstanding  con- 
cerning the  time  and  overall  activities  of  the  project 
limited  their  direct  participation.  But  the  heartfelt 
effort  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the 
intense  dedication  of  the  Samford  community. 

"In  recent  months,  a  lack  of  support  for  the  Bosnian 
war  has  been  sensed  throughout  the  U.S.,  so  it  was 
great  to  see  Samford  students  in  support  of  fellow 
Americans  who  strive  for  world  peace,"  commented 
Martha  Scott,  a  sister  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  sorority. 

Others  like  Courtney  Grimm  of  ZTA  were  honored  to 
offer  encouragement  to  the  soldiers.  "I  was  just  thank- 
ful we  could  help  and  make  them  smile,"  she  said. 
-  Amy  Armstrong 
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Intramurals 


Intramural  sports  offer  students  an  outlet  for  com- 
petition, sportsmanship  and  recreation.  Whether  the 
teams  consist  of  Greeks  or  Independents,  men  or 
women,  the  games  always  offer  excitement  and  ener- 
gy for  those  involved. 

This  semester  opened  with  basketball,  as  63  teams 
competed  in  over  150  games  for  the  division  titles. 
The  number  of  teams  and  games  rose  dramatically  in 
comparison  to  last  year,  due  in  large  part  to  the  addi- 
tion of  the  pre-Step  Sing  league.   Run  on  a  volunteer 
basis,  nine  teams  in  two  leagues  competed  before 
Step  Sing  and  then  sat  out  until  the  playoffs. 

"The  pre-Step  Sing  league  made  all  of  the  differ- 
ence in  the  season,"  Intramural  Director  Joelle  Rule 
said.  "Without  it,  we  would  have  had  to  limit  the 
number  of  teams  and  the  number  of  games  that 
everyone  played.  We  would  definitely  like  to  do  it 
again,  and  give  more  people  the  chance  to  play." 

Intensity  sparked  the  air  during  the  championship 
games  as  Menudo  edged  out  Sigma  Chi  I  in  the 
men's  division,  and  Phi  Mu  took  first  place  honors  in 
the  women's  division. 

Tom  Hutchinson,  point  guard  for  Sigma  Chi  I,  said 
the  team  was  disappointed  to  lose  but  really  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  to  play.   "Basketball  was  a  lot  more 
fan  this  year  because  we  got  to  play  so  many  games 
during  the  season.  Whether  you  win  or  lose,  I  think 
everyone  enjoys  the  level  of  competition,"  he  said. 

Softball  season  began  the  week  after  Spring  Break, 
with  44  teams  battling  it  out  on  the  field.  Fewer 
teams  played  this  year,  but  those  that  did  compete 
experienced  a  great  season. 

Rule  said  softball  often  becomes  the  hardest  intra- 
mural sport  to  plan  due  to  the  weekend  games  and 
the  possibility  of  rain-outs.   "Even  though  we  start 
softball  right  after  Spring  Break,  it  always  seems  like 
we  run  out  of  time,"  she  said. 

However,  the  teams  still  look  forward  to  taking 
home  their  division  title,  regardless  of  the  number  of 
games  played. 

On  another  note,  Campus  Recreation  will  receive  a 
new  addition  to  its  facilities  this  summer  as  construc- 
tion begins  May  24  on  the  Alpine  Tower. 

The  tower,  located  on  Lakeshore  Rehabilitation 
Center  property,  will  climb  50  feet  into  the  air  and  will 
be  used  by  Campus  Recreation,  other  Samford  groups 
and  the  outside  community.  "Our  hope  is  that  stu- 


dent groups  will  take  advantage  of  this  for  team  build- 
ing, leadership  exercises,  bonding  or  just  plain  fun," 
Rule  explained. 

For  students  who  have  experience  in  rock  climbing 
or  related  hobbies,  jobs  will  become  available  at  the 
Alpine  Tower  beginning  as  early  as  this  summer.  For 
more  information,  please  contact  Campus  Recreation 
at  2194. 

-  Brad  Wolfe 
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Softball  wins  out  over  class  in  the  Spring. 
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by:  Mindy  Ouphant  and  Rebecca  Darlington 


photos:  Kristen  Prator 


Ah,  Step  Sing  Fever!  it  hits  our  campus  every  year  in  mid-winter,  lasting  until  the  pre- 
cious Sweepstakes  award  lands  in  the  winner's  grasp.  Something  almost  magical  sur- 
rounds the  long  hours  of  practice,  waiting  in  line  to  buy  coveted  tickets,  the  bright  cos- 
tumes and  stage  make-up,  and  of  course,  the  thrill  of  competition.  This  magical  quality 
compels  hundreds  of  students  every  year  to  juggle  their  academic  schedules  with 
demanding  practices  for  several  weeks.  Students  readily  give  up  sleep,  food,  social  time, 
and  even  sacrifice  a  few  of  their  allotted  class  absences  to  perform  in  Step  Sing,  which 
took  place  on  February  15  through  17 
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But  some  students  sacrificed  even 
more  to  keep  Step  Sing  as  magical 
as  ever,  going  above  and  beyond  the 
call  of  "Step  Sing  Duty"  as  the  chore- 
ographers of  Step  Sing  1996.  This 
year,  29  students  added  their  creativ- 
ity and  skill  to  produce  the  flair,  style 
and  entertaining  choreography 
accompanying  the  14  student  perfor- 
mances. 

Spectators  of  the  event  see  only 
the  final  outcome,  but  the  preparation 
behind  the  resulting  performances 
requires  considerable  time  and  effort. 
Long  before  scheduled  practices 
began  on  January  26,  the  choreogra- 
phers already  had  prepared  for  their 
shows  by  viewing  tapes  of  old  Step 
Sing  performances,  and  watching 
countless  hours  of  VH1  and  MTV  try- 
ing to  find  new  and  entertaining 
moves  to  fit  into  their  shows. 

Junior  Shelly  Harmon,  choreogra- 
pher of  the  Alpha  Omicron  Pi  show, 
"Who's  Bad"  —  a  tribute  to  Michael 
Jackson-  spent  hours  watching  his 
videos  for  ideas.  "We  taped  a 
weekend  special 


on  Michael  Jackson  and  watched 
almost  10  hours  of  his  videos," 
Harmon  said.   "We  attempted  to 
incorporate  a  lot  of  the  moves  from 
the  videos  into  our  show." 

While  planning  the  dance  routines, 
choreographers  took  into  account 
their  show's  intended  image  and 
style,  as  well  as  stage  limitations, 
crowd  appeal,  originality,  and  the 
choreography's  difficulty  level. 

"We  wanted  to  have  an  entertain- 
ing show  with  a  high  energy  level, 
and  that  influenced  the  moves  in  the 
show,"  junior  Deborah  Brooks,  a 
choreographer  for  the  Women's 

Independent  show,  "Fire,"  said. 
Once  the 

scheduled 
Step 


Sing  practices  began,  the  choreogra- 
phers' jobs  stepped  into  high  gear. 
After  the  first  few  nights  of  practice 
focused  on  memorizing  the  vocal 
parts  of  the  shows,  the  choreogra- 
phers took  their  turns  at  teaching  and 
drilling  the  dance  movements,  lead- 
ing each  show  to  perfection. 

This  year,  choreographers  faced  a 
"chilling"  setback  when  an  ice  storm 
hit  our  campus  in  early  February, 
shutting  down  Samford  for  several 
days.  The  winter  weather  cancelled 
many  Step  Sing  practices  and  band 
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techs,  and  those  groups  who  tried  to 
practice  often  did  so  without  full 
attendance  because  many  members 
couldn't  get  to  practice  due  to  the 
inclimate  weather. 

The  ice  storm  caused  a  mad  rush 
during  the  last  week  of  Step  Sing 
practice  to  make  up  for  lost  time. 
Choreographers  worked  overtime 
helping  participants  on  a  one-on-one 
basis  to  make  sure  each  person  knew 
his/her  part. 

"Our  choreographers  had  an  over- 
abundance of  enthusiasm  at  practices 
helping  us  get  excited  about  our 
show,"  remarked  junior  Monica 
Martin,  a  participant  in  the  Women's 
Independent  show.  "They  wanted  us 
to  be  proud  and  confident  of  our 
show." 

The  last  few  days  before  the  final 
performances,  choreographers  gave 
constructive  criticism  as  delicately  as 
possible,  and  saw  their  hard  work  and 
dedication  pay  off  as  the  shows  took 
shape  on  and  off  the  stage. 

On  Saturday,  February  17 
the  night  the  choreogra 
phers  had  worked  so 
hard  preparing  for 
over  the  past 
several 
months, 
their  final 
results  daz- 


zled the  audience  and  judges.  And 
those  few  choreographers  who  had 
added  the  special  "magic"  to  their 
shows  came  out  on  top  at  the  end  of 
the  competition. 

The  brothers  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi 
received  the  prestigious  Sweepstakes 
award  for  their  show,  "Things  that  Go 
Bump  in  the  Night."  Seniors  Joey 
Coons  and  Adam  Robinson  choreo- 
graphed the  show. 

"We  won  Step  Sing  when  I  was  a 
freshman  [in  1993].  We  tried  to  repeat 
that  win  in  years  following,  and  it 
almost  became  our  priority,"  Coons 
said.   "This  year  we  just  wanted  to 
have  a  fun  show  and  not  place  as 
much  importance  on  winning. 
Winning  the  Sweepstakes  was  an 
added  bonus  and  it  felt  even  better 
winning  [in  1996]  than  it  did  when  I 
was  a  freshman." 

Sigma  Chi  trumped  up  a  second 
place  finish  with  its  show,  "Ireland  — 
Sounds  of  the 


20  Voices 


Emerald 

Isle"  while  the  brothers  of  Lambda 
Chi  Alpha  shook  up  the  Wright 
Center  with  their  rendition  of 
"Animal  House."  The  Lambda  Chis 
took  third  place  in  the  Men's  divi- 
sion and  also  landed  the 
Participant's  Choice  award  for  their 
entertaining  and  humorous 
performance. 

Zeta  Tau  Alpha's  "Soldiers  in 
Toyland"  won  first  place  in  the 
Women's  division.  The  sisters  of 
Alpha  Delta  Pi  took  second  place, 
with  a  tribute  to  world  peace  in 
their  show,  "True  Colors."  "An 
American  Celebration,"  performed 
by  the  sisters  of  Phi  Mu,  saluted  its 
way  to  a  third  place  finish. 

Sophomore  Ainsley  Kauffmann 
of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  said,  "I  really 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  enter- 
tain while  at  the  same  time  send- 
ing an  important  message  to  the 
audience." 


"Phi  Mu  not  only  had  the 
opportunity  to  perform  an 
incredible  show.  .  .we  took 
hold  of  something  much 
deeper.  We  showed  our- 
selves the  strength  of  our  sis- 
terhood and  our  love  for  one 
another,"  junior  Christine 
Chilton  said  of  her  sorority. 
In  the  Mixed  division,  the 
Freshman  Class,  with  its  theme  of 
"Mary  Poppins,"  won  first  place. 
Delta  Omicron  and  Phi  Mu  Alpha's 
"West  Side  Story"  placed  second 
and  The  Melting  Pot  captured  third 
place  with  its  show,  "The  Jungle  Wild." 
Spectator  Rebekah  Phillips  said, 
"I  thought  the  shows  were  very 
entertaining,  and  I  enjoyed  seeing 
Samford  students  pull  together  to 
show  their  talents  to  the  community." 

For  all  the  choreog- 
raphers who  made  an 
exceptional  effort  in 
keeping  the  tradition 
and  magic  alive  for 
Step  Sing  1996,  con- 
gratulations on  a  job 
well  done! 
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Some  of  them  you  know,  and  you  smile  when 
you  see  them.  Some  of  them  you  hardly 
ever  see,  but  they're  still  there.  They're  the 
people  behind  Samford,  the  people  who 
make  this  university  run,  and  the  ones  we 
couldn't  live  without.  Each  of  them  have 
families,  a  life  outside  "the  bubble,"  and 
stories  to  tell  if  someone  will  listen. 


Take,  for  example,  Mary  Gardner, 
the  "card  lady"  who  works  in 
the  Cafeteria.  Mary  has  worked 
here  for  over  four  years.  Her 
Samford  career  began  when  she 
accompanied  a  friend  who 
applied  here.  Mary  spontaneously 
asked  for  an  application,  and 
was  "happily  surprised  when  they 
called  [her]  back." 

Looking  back  over  all  her  caf 
years,  she  considers  the  bomb 
threat  on  the  University  Center 
the  most  memorable  thing  that 
has  happened.  "That  was  interest- 
ing. Scary,  but  interesting, "  she 
said.  "We  had  students  ask  if  they 
could  take  their  trays.  I  said  'I 
don't  care,  just  get  out',"  she 
remembered,  laughing. 

Mary  said  that  while  she  didn't 
have  the  chance  to  go  to  college, 
she  would  have  liked  to  have 
attended  Samford.  "I  enjoy  all  the 
students  and  the  campus  itself, " 
she  said.  "I  think  generally  all  the 
students  are  nice  and  respectable. 
They  kid  around  with  me  some." 
However,  Mary  knows  that  young 
people  in  college  typically  lead 
very  stressful  lives. 


Cindy  Northington  shares  a  smile. 

"My  boss  is  nice,  and  this  is  a 
nice  place  to  work  —  a  good 
environment.  I  really  enjoy  work- 
ing with  [my  co-workers].  We  all 
get  along  well  together,  and  we 
have  a  lot  of  fun. " 

Mary  lives  in  Hueytown  with 
her  two  daughters,  Shon,  19,  and 
Demericus,  11.   She  is  a  member 
of  Bethel  AME  Church  in  Ensley 
where  she  serves  as  a  Communion 
Stewardess  and  on  the  Steward 
Board,  works  with  the  youth 
department,  and  sings  in  the 


church  choir  with  her  two  daughters. 

"  Church  is  very  important  to 
me.  I  realized  how  important 
God  is  in  my  life  after  my  husband 
died  [in  1989],"  she  said. 

Concerning  the  Christian  envi- 
ronment at  Samford,  she  said, 
"Sometimes  I  think  the  way  it  is 
is  not  the  way  it  seems  to  appear. 
It  is  a  religious  school,  but  some- 
times the  appearance  of  some 
things  doesn't  make  it  out  to  be." 

Cindy  Northington,  manager 
of  the  bookstore,  agrees  to  a  cer- 
tain extent.  "I  think  [the  Christian 
atmosphere]  is  very  prevalent. 
The  students'  religious  beliefs 
really  help  them  in  times  of 
struggle,"  she  said. 

Affectionately  known  as  "Miss 
Cindy"   to  most  students,  Cindy 
has  worked  at  Samford  for  four 
years  also:  one  year  part-time  and 
the  other  three  full-time. 

She  lives  in  Homewood  and 
belongs  to  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Cindy  and  her  husband,  Gene, 
have  two  daughters.  The  oldest, 
Sherry,  attends  nursing  school 
here  at  Samford;  and  Pamela, 
attends  Huntingdon  College  in 
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So  many  people  put  an  extra  effort  into 

taking  care  of  us.  They  work  long  into  the 

night,  even  through  bad  weather,  and  clean 

up  our  mess  in  the  Caf.  Samford's  unsung 

heroes  keep  us  going  day  after  day. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  but  has  many 
friends  here. 

"I  think  the  quality  of  education 
here  is  excellent.  Working  in  the 
bookstore,  I  hear  the  students 
talk  about  how  the  professors  go 
out  of  their  way  to  help, "  Cindy  said. 

About  the  students  at  Samford, 
Cindy  said,  "I  love  the  kids  tons, 
and  I  love  the  students  I  work 
with.  There's  nowhere  on  campus 
I  would  rather  work. " 

Cindy  recalls  one  time  when 
the  students  "got  her."  Because 
she  is  so  active,  a  group  challenged 
Cindy  to  try  to 
sit  still  for  five 
minutes.  She 
couldn't,  but 
they  set  her  up. 
They  put  bubble 
wrap  on  the 
floor,  and  as  she 
ran  around  a  cor- 
ner to  do  some- 
thing, she 
stepped  on  it 
and  popped  it. 
"I  was  scared  to  death,"  Cindy 
said.  "I  honestly  thought  I  was 
being  shot  at. " 

"Something  funny  happens  [in 
the  bookstore]  every  day,"  she 
said.  "I  say  if  you've  got  to  be 
somewhere  all  day,  you  might  as 
well  have  a  good  time." 

Diane  Jackson,  who  helps 
clean  Burns  and  Chapman  Halls, 
has  a  good  time  with  her  co-workers, 
but  she  misses  working  in  Lena 
Vail  Davis  Residence  Hall,  where 
she  worked  when  she  first  came 
to  Samford. 


"I  miss  working  in  Vail  because 
of  the  close  relationships  I  had 
with  the  girls,"  she  said.  "Here,  I 
see  the  students  come  and  go, 
but  it's  not  the  same." 

Diane  has  worked  at  Samford 
for  eight  years  and  has  three 
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children,  ranging  in  age  from 
eight  to  25.   She  lives  in  Central 
Park  in  West  End,  and  she  is  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church 
of  West  End. 

Like  Mary  and  Cindy,  Diane 
had  good  things  to  say  about 
Samford  students.  "I  think  they 
are  very  nice.  They're  sweet  and 
I've  met  a  lot  who  are  caring  and 
considerate,"  she  said. 

"It's  a  good  Christian  college. 
I've  learned  in  my  eight  years  here 
to  love  and  understand  people 
and  to  be  patient,"  Diane  said. 

And  how  patient  these  people 
are.  After  all,  students  can  be 
hard  to  live  with  sometimes.  So, 
the  next  time  you  see  a  member 
of  the  staff  helping  to  keep  the 
University  going,  smile  and  say 
hello.  Let  them  know  that  you 
appreciate  them,  and  they'll 
appreciate  you. 
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The  majority  of  the  student 
body  thinks  well  of  our 
University's  President,  Dr. 
Thomas  Corts,  but  many 
complain  about  how  little 
they  see  of  him.    So  Voices 
decided  to  track  down  our 
elusive  leader  to  find  out 
what  he  really  does  behind 
closed  doors.   We  sent  ace 
reporter  Melanie  Gooden 
into  the  field,  or  rather, 
into  Corts'  office  to  attempt 
something  no  other  Samford 
student  had  done  (well, 
besides  Eric  Motley). 
What  follows  is  Gooden 's 
account  of  a  day  in  the  life 
of  the  President,  and  what 
she  learned  when  she  saw... 
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orts  In  Action 


In  my  four  years  at  Samford,  I  can  count  on 
both  hands  the  number  of  times  I've  seen  Dr. 
Corts,  let  alone  the  few  times  I've  had  a  chance  to 
speak  to  him. 

While  standing  in  his  office  early  one  morning,  I 
realized  why  Corts  never  has  the  time  to  stop  and 
chat.  As  I  looked  over  his  schedule  of  appoint- 
ments, I  saw  that  meetings  filled  every  30-minute 
increment  of  Corts'  day,  beginning  at  8:30  a.m. 

When  Corts  arrived  in  the  office  shortly  after  9 
a.m.  from  an  out-of-office  meeting,  he  introduced 
himself  and  quickly  went  through  the  day's 
appointment  and  discussed  which  meetings  I 
would  be  able  to  attend.  Corts  then  asked  if  I 


by:  Melanie  Gooden 

would  eat  lunch  with  him.  Of  course  I  accepted! 
He  got  on  the  phone  and  told  the  person  on  the 
other  end  to  "put  an  extra  cup  of  soup  in  the  pot." 

As  the  President  returned  calls  and  answered 
some  of  his  mail,  I  admired  his  office. 
Congratulatory  or  appreciative  gifts  given  to  him 
by  many  civic  and  academic  associations  adorned 
the  tables  throughout  the  room.  Surrounded  by 
dark  wood  furniture  and  high  ceilings,  I  couldn't 
imagine  why  Corts  would  want  to  move  out  of  the 
comfortable  office  he  now  occupies.    When  I  men- 
tioned my  thoughts  to  him,  Corts  replied  that  the 
area  shared  by  his  secretary,  assistant  and  visitors 
offers  very  little  space  to  work. 
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It  didn't  surprise  me  when  he 
referred  to  his  staff's  needs,  because 
I  had  noticed  how  Corts  keeps  other 
people's  concerns  in  mind.  He  asked 
several  times  if  I  was  comfortable  or 
had  any  questions. 

He  even  asked  Vice-President  of 
Business  Affairs  Laverne  Farmer  to 
speak  to  me  about  University  Park. 
What  is  that  you  ask"?  University  Park 
is  one  of  the  business  ventures  that 
Corts  and  others  in  Samford  Hall 
hope  will  help  keep  Samford 's  tuition 
down  in  the  future. 

Farmer  explained  to  me  that 
Samford  owns  a  majority  of  the  land 
stretching  between  Old  Montgomery 
Highway  and  Greenspnngs  Highway 
on  the  opposite  side  of  Lakeshore 
Drive  from  Samford.  The  school's 
administration  wants  to  develop  the 
property  into  upscale  office  parks 
that  will  gross  income  to  be  used  by 
the  University     According  to 
Farmer,  this  project  has  been  in  the 
works  since  the  '50's,  but  due  to 
problems  with  surrounding  home- 
owners the  land  had  not  been  avail- 
able for  commercial  use.  This  project 
is  just  one  of  many  that  Corts  has 
developed  to  ensure  a  successful 
future  for  Samford. 

After  meeting 
with  Farmer,  I 
returned  to  the 
President's  office  to 
find  Corts  and  his 
secretaries  hurriedly 
paperclipping  pack- 
ets of  information 
that  Corts  needed  to 
take  to  the  faculty 
meeting  at  10  a.m.  I 
offered  to  help  and 
soon  we  formed  an 
assembly  line  that 
finished  the  packets 
just  in  time  for  the 


meeting.  Unfortunately,  I  could  not 
attend  the  faculty  meeting  per  the 
faculty's  request. 

After  the  faculty  meeting  and 
another  quick  rendezvous,  Corts  and 
I  were  off  to  lunch  in  the  President's 
dining  room  with  members  of  the 
University  Relations  team  and  two 
individuals  from  the  Alabama  Power 
Foundation,  which  donates  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  Samford 's 
endowment. 

Corts  entertained  and  amused  the 
visitors  with  discussions  on  every- 
thing from  updates  on  Samford 's 
basketball  team  to  discussing  new 
advances  in  power  generation 
(which  they  loved  talking  about).  He 


Gooden  and  Corts  share  their  views. 

turned  into  a  true  salesman  who 
showed  complete  confidence  in 
Samford 's  future  and  its  significance 
in  the  academic  community. 

Stressing  Samford 's  unique  char- 
acteristics as  a  small,  private  institu- 
tion with  one  of  the  two  accredited 
law  schools  in  the  state,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  two  pharmacy  schools 
found  in  Alabama,  Corts  visibly 
impressed  his  lunch  guests. 

By  the  end  of  the  meal  I  saw  our 
President  in  a  totaDy  new  light,  as  he 


spoke  of  Samford 's  academic  and 
spiritual  excellence.  He  truly  must 
represent  everything  Samford  strives 
to  be.  His  job  never  ceases,  for  he 
must  stand  for  everything  Samford 
wishes  to  accomplish.  He  never 
clocks  out  of  serving  as  the 
President,  and  constantly  works  to 
make  Samford  a  better  place  —  aca- 
demically, spiritually  and  even  financially 

Since  Corts  began  his  administra- 
tion in  1983,  some  of  his  accomplish- 
ments include  the  construction  of  19 
new  buildings  on  campus,  the  found- 
ing of  the  Samford  London  Centre, 
and  leading  a  fundraising  campaign 
that  successfully  raised  close  to  $100 
million  by  1993. 

How  does  he  do  it?  By  the  end  of 
the  day  I  realized  the  way  Corts  finds 
continued  success  in  his  career  is 
through  his  faith  in  God  and  through 
his  confidence  in  the  university  he 
represents. 

After  reading  this  you  may  think, 
"she  has  to  say  nice  things  about 
him,  he's  the  President,"  but  I  don't 
and  I  wouldn't  if  it  wasn't  true.  I 
wish  every  Samford  student  had  the 
chance  to  watch  President  Corts  in 
action  for  an  entire  day.  Not  only 
would  he  amaze  you,  he  would 
exhaust  you  as  well. 
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by:    Carrie    Dawson 

The  pursuit  of  a  quality  education  requires 
much  more  than  attending  class,  long  hours 
of  study,  and  endless  tests,  papers,  and  pro- 
jects. But  the  trials  and  experiences  that 
educate  people  about  life  are  what  students 
will  remember  most  about  their  college  years. 
Recently,  a  growing  number  of  Samford  stu- 
dents have  exposed  themselves  to  these 
valuable,  life-changing  experiences  by  break- 
ing out  of  the  bubble  and  working  within  the 
Birmingham  community. 
.     Samford  increasingly  has  placed  more 
emphasis  on  student  involvement  in  the 
community,  and  on  the  wide  spectrum  of 
opportunities  offered  to  a  student  through 
community  service.  As  a  result,  most  stu- 
dents will  perform  some  type  of  community 
service  before  they  graduate,  either  as  part  of 
a  class,  in  conjunction  with  an  organization, 
to  receive  Convocation  credit,  or  through  one 
of  the  many  service-oriented  programs  or 
events  available  on  campus. 

The  Community  Service  Office  has  con- 
tributed to  the  successful  growth  of  the  ser- 
vice trend.  The  office  formed  in  1992  as  a 
result  of  a  recommendation  from  students 
who  had  seen  similarly-structured  programs 
at  other  schools  while  attending  a  conven- 
tion. Wishing  to  implement  a  service  pro- 
gram at  Samford,  the  students  presented 
their  ideas  to  Dean  Richard  Franklin  and 
President  Corts.  Soon  the  University  hired  a 
part-time  person  to  head  up  volunteer  ser- 
vices and  to  coordinate  campus-wide  service 
events  such  as  Birmingham  Clean-Up,  Arrest 
for  Hunger,  and  the  Volunteer  Fair,  all  of 
which  have  become  annual  traditions  at 
Samford. 


vice 


Today,  Jennifer  Boroughs  works  as  the  Community  Service 
Coordinator,  and  hers  is  definitely  a  full-time  job.  "We  are  still  in  a 
learning,  developing,  growing  process,"  Boroughs  said.  "Last  year  I 
was  overwhelmed  with  people  coming  in  the  office  who  wanted  to 
get  involved.  There  are  still  a  large  number  involved,  but  now  I  see 
less  of  them  because  they  can  simply  attend  the  orientation  sessions 
required  for  Convo  credit." 

Convo  credit  for  service  hours  presents  just  one  of  the  innovative 
programs  the  Community  Service  Office  has  developed.  For  one 
thing,  the  number  of  campus-sponsored  service  events  has  grown. 
In  addition  to  the  ones  akeady  mentioned,  this  year  students  took  on 
a  wealth  of  wonderful  causes  through  S.O.S.  +  Birmingham,  demon- 
strated the  true  spirit  of  Christmas  through  the  Angel  Tree  program, 
and  brightened  the  lives  of  the  residents  at  Altamont  Retirement 
Home  by  throwing  them  a  St.  Patrick's  Day  party. 

Boroughs  wishes  to  cultivate  student  leadership  within  these  pro- 
grams and  give  them  more  responsibility  in  planning  the  events,  and 
has  used  the  Samford  Community  Service  Council  as  the  vehicle 

'The  more  you  give  of  your 
time  and  invest  in  other 
people  —  it  multiplies. 

I  do  it  because  of  my  faith 

& 

The  Great 
Commission." 


Kara  Gleason 
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:h  she  can  achieve  her  goal.  The  student-led  council 
invites  representatives  from  all  organizations  to  serve  on  its  commit- 
tee and  share  ideas  together.  Boroughs  said  she  hopes  the 
University  will  work  with  the  Council  toward  providing  students 
with  more  opportunities  for  service-learning. 

Service-learning  allows  students  to  apply  the  skills  learned  in  the 
classroom  to  situations  in  the  real  world  through  an  atmosphere  of 
service.  The  concept  takes  students  one  step  further  than  intern- 
ships by  adding  the  community  service  dimension,  and  provides 
participants  with  hands-on  experience  while  the  student  offers 
assistance  to  the  community. 

Many  students  who  have  taken  advantage  of  service  opportuni- 
ties have  discovered  the  difference  they  can  make,  for  no  one  can 
better  testify  to  the  rewards  and  heartbreaks  of  community  service 
than  the  students  involved.  The  following  represent  only  a  few  of  the 
dedicated  individuals  who  willingly  give  of  their  time  to  fulfill  needs 
throughout  the  city. 


Kara  Gleason 

In  her  current  role  as  the  Education  Chair  of  the  Community 
Service  Council,  Gleason  acts  as  a  liaison  between  local  agencies 
that  need  help  and  students  who  want  to  volunteer.  She  has  helped 
in  planning  programs  such  as  Birmingham  Clean-Up  and  Arrest  for 
Hunger,  and  also  works  for  the  Center  for  Urban  Missions. 

"The  more  you  give  of  your  time  and  invest  in  other  people  —  it 
multiplies,"  Gleason  said.   "I  do  it  because  of  my  faith  and  the  Great 
Commission." 

Gleason  transferred  to  Samford  in  the  fall  of  1994  from  New  York 
City  where  she  coached  Little  League,  worked  with  a  literacy  pro- 
gram, and  taught  Vacation  Bible  School  and  Sunday  School  at  her 
church.  She  always  wanted  to  work  in  the  inner  city,  so  after  mov- 
ing to  Birmingham  she  learned  about  a  summer  program  sponsored 
by  the  Center  for  Urban  Missions  called  Metro  Camp.  At  Metro 
Camp,  Gleason  works  with  middle  school-age  girls  and  assists  them 
with  reading,  math,  language  arts,  and  crafts.  The  campers  spend 
the  last  weekend  of  the  summer  session  on  a  camping  trip  in  the 
woods. 

"It's  frustrating  to  look  around  the  world  and  see  all  of  the  prob- 
lems, but  we  have  the  opportunity  to  do  something  in  one  area  and 
change  it.  It  can  ease  the  frustration  sometimes,  but  at  times  it  cre- 
ates more  because  you  see  how  much  more  work  needs  to  be  done," 
she  added.  "The  greatest  work  is  building  one-on-one  relationships. 
Change  happens  one  person  at  a  time." 


Jennifer  Dunn 


Brian  Hedrick 

Hedrick  volunteers  with  the  Big  Brothers,  Big  Sisters  program  in 
Birmingham.  Originally  from  Atlanta,  he  grew  up  around  inner-city 
kids,  and  saw  their  need  for  positive  role  models.  He  first  became 
involved  in  Atlanta  with  Big  Brothers,  and  then  recently  became  an 
active  volunteer  m  the  Magic  City.  "It  takes  about  six  weeks  to  actu- 
ally get  into  the  program,"  he  said. 
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The  process  begins  with  an  orientation  session,  followed  by  an 
intense,  two-hour,  one-on-one  interview  with  a  case-worker.  After  a 
comprehensive  psychological  exam  and  two  hours  of  training,  the 
organization  matches  the  volunteer  with  a  child  who  shares  some  of 
the  same  interests. 

"It's  a  very  serious  commitment.  The  kid  you  get  assigned  to 
expects  you  to  be  around  when  he  needs  you,  and  you  have  to  be 
willing  to  be  there  for  them  whenever  they  call.  You  can't  just  do  it 
when  you  feel  like  it,'-',;Hedrick  said.  "It's  really  a  lot  of  fun,  and  there 
is  always  plenty  of  room  for  more  volunteers  because  there  are  tons 
of  kids  on  the  waiting  list." 

Jennifer  Dunn 

Dunn's  service  experiences  began  after  she  dropped  a  class 
required  for  the  math  major  she  was  pursuing  because  "something 
wasn't  right." 

"I  didn't  really  know  what  I  wanted  to  do,  but  I  knew  that  I 
enjoyed  working  with  children.  I'm  in  education,  but  I  knew  I  didn't 
want  to  be  in  the  classroom,"  Dunn  said. 

After  she  dropped  her  math  class,  Dunn  found  Dr.  Lane  Powell 
and  enrolled  in  a  human  development  class  for  which  students  must 
locate  an  agency,  get  an  interview,  and  begin  volunteering.  For  her 
assignment,  she  chose  a  homeless  shelter  for  women  and  their 
children  called  Bread  and  Roses. 

"The  people  at  Bread  and  Roses  told  me  to  keep  my  distance  from 
the  women  at  first,  and  let  them  approach  me.  It  took  them  a  while 
to  warm  up,  but  then  you  start  to  build  relationships,"  Dunn  said.   "I 
think  people  don't  get  involved  more  because  it  hurts  to  see  people 
like  that. 

"I've  seen  many  unpleasant  things,  and  I  had  to  do  a  lot  of  soul- 
searching.  But  I  needed  to  get  out  of  my  comfort  zone,  and  I  believe 
it  made  me  a  better  person  to  have  gone  beyond  the  gates  of 
Samford.  I  learned  a  lot  more  about  life  than  I  would  have  sitting  in 
that  math  class.  It  taught  me  about  myself.  Those  women  needed 
me,  but  I  needed  them,  too." 

Don  Thomas 

Thomas  works  with  kids  in  the  community  through  Young  Life. 
As  a  Young  Life  leader,  he  and  other  college  students  meet  with 
middle  and  high  school-aged  young  people  on  Thursday  nights  to 
give  kids  a  time  of  relaxed  fun,  games  and  music.  At  the  end  of  the 
meeting,  one  leader  gives  a  motivational  talk. 

Every  other  Sunday  night  he  attends  leadership  meetings,  and 
on  Tuesdays  he  helps  lead  a  Bible  Study  aimed  at  the  Christians 
within  the  group.  "The  Thursday  night  meetings  allow  you  to  build 
relationships  and  just  spend  time  with  the  kids.  Once  you  earn  the 
right  to  be  heard,  you  can  then  begin  to  talk  about  spiritual  things," 
Thomas  said. 

"I  am  concerned  that  the  word  will  get  out  about  Convo  credit, 
and  that  should  not  be  the  motivation  for  involvement  in  Young 
Life,"  he  added.  "It's  about  making  a  difference  in  a  young  person's 
life  and  being  a  positive  role  model." 


Don  Thomas 
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You  Can  Get  Involved 

Service  opportunities  abound  on  campus  and 
within  the  community.  You  don't  have  to  go 
far  to  find  a  way  to  get  involved.  The  follow- 
ing listing  provides  some  of  the  agencies  who 
have  established  volunteer  programs  with 
Samford  in  exchange  for  Convocation  credit. 
However,  it  is  not  a  complete  listing.  For 
more  information,  please  contact  Jennifer 
Boroughs  at  2031. 

American  Cancer  Society 
Contact:  Lorraine  Spataro 
879-2242 

Alabama  Family  Alliance 
Contact:  Brooke  Stewart 
870-9900 

The  Baptist  Center 
Contact:  James  Markham 
591-1927 

Birmingham  AIDS  Outreach 
Contact:  Madge  Noland 
322-4197 

Fair  Haven  Nursing  Home 
Contact:  Beth  Rosenberg 
951-7674 

Goodwill  Industries 
Contact:  Sandra  Banks 
323-6331  ext.  49 

Habitat  for  Humanity 
Contact:  Robert  Cook 
870-4831 

IMPACT  Family  Counseling 
Contact:  Jennifer  Thorn 
320-1158 

YWCA  Tutoring  Program  for  Homeless 

Children 

Contact:  Joanna  Ware 

322-9922 
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While  most  students  spent  their  Spring  Break  soaking  up 
sun,  sand  and  surf,  Lugsole  spent  theirs  on  a  whirlwind 
tour  through  the  streets  of  Birmingham. 

When  the  local  Christian  alternative  band  came  together 
almost  two  years  ago,  they  lifted  their  name  from  a  J. Crew 
magazine  and  began  a  new  page  in  the  hymn  book  of  tradi- 
tional Christian  music. 

"Lugsole  was  two  words.  We  made  it  one,"  singer  and 
guitarist  Andy  Crump  said. 

The  group  also  re-defines  the  term  "Christian  band"  for 
many  who  hear  their  music.   "Lyrically,  it's  my  personal  life 
and  relationship  with  God,  but  we  don't  sound  like  most  on 
the  Christian  market,"  Crump  explained. 

Lugsole  plays  in  unconventional  environments  for 
Christian  performers  too.  The  band  recalled  their  first  secu- 
lar performance  at  Barnstormers  in  Montevallo  as  an  eye- 
opening  experience,  especially  for  the  audience. 

"We  sang  a  song  with  the  word  'Jesus'  repeatedly  men- 
tioned. The  audience  got  really  tense,"  Crump  said  with  a 
smile.  "But  if  a  club  will  have  us,  I  don't  have  a  problem 
with  that.  A  lot  of  preachers  never  could  go  into  a  place 
like  the  Nick  and  control  the  crowd." 


Bassist  and  Samford's  own  Ken  McKibben  said  he  enjoys 
reaching  out  to  people  through  Lugsole's  music.  "Our 
music  has  broken  a  lot  of  barriers.   It's  a  joyful  noise  to  God, 
so  whether  you  like  it  or  not,  you'll  notice  the  emotion,"  he  said. 

With  song  titles  like  "the  pulling  down"  and  "a  million 
lines,"  it's  easy  to  see  how  some  people  wouldn't  realize 
Lugsole's  religious  inclination.  Yet  the  band  enjoys  their 
subtle  approach  to  the  audience. 

Drummer  Brad  Davis  said,  "We'd  make  the  same  music 
even  if  we  weren't  Christians." 

Crump  agreed,  "We  don't  grab  the  mike  and  preach  from 
the  stage,  but  in  some  places  we're  the  only  ones  not  get- 
ting drunk.   I  feel  more  comfortable  sharing  this  way.  If  you 
throw  religion  in  their  face,  most  people  won't  give  it  a 
chance." 

Samford  students  had  the  chance  to  hear  Lugsole  during 
Spring  Fling  in  April  and  may  have  another  if  the  band 
opens  for  Tripping  Daisy  as  part  of  a  possible  Experimental 
Stages  program  in  May 


layout:  Mary  Ann  upham 


30  Voices 


Voices  wanted  to  give  our  graduating  seniors  a  chance  to  tell  us  what  they'll 
remember  most  about  Samford.   So  we  mailed  all  692  of  them  a  survey. 
Naturally,  they  buried  our  office  in  replies.    Yeah,  right!   But  some  stood  out 
as  truly  offensive,  amazing,  even  inspirational  -  exactly  what  we  expected! 


senior 


Who  has  influenced  you  the  most? 


What  was  your  most  embarrassing 
moment  at  Samford? 


If  you  had  $1  million,  would  you 
donate  any  to  Samford?  For  what? 


Dr.  Sansom 
Heather  Marshal 
Dr.  Collins 
Ann  Armistead 
Danna  LaPrarie 
Dr.  Howell 
My  parents 
My  sister 
My  boyfriend 


Who  do  you  wish  you  had  gotten 
to  know  better  but  never  had  the 
chance? 


Dot,  the  Caf  lady 

Eric  Motley 

Michael  Kopecky 

Bart  Yancey 

Dr.  Bill  Leonard 

Dr.  Corts 

No  one  -  I  always  took  the  chance. 


If  someone  handed  you  a  mike  at 
Graduation,  what  would  you  tell 
the  crowd? 

I  get  to  have  boys  in  my  room 

forever! 

I  love  you,  Mrs.  Beeson! 

Get  out  while  you  can. 

I  had  no  idea  what  I  was  getting 

into  as  a  freshman. 

One  person  can  make  a 

difference. 

I  hope  I  did. 

Thank  God,  it's  over! 


A  teacher  told  a  boy  I  liked  him 

as  I  stood  there  and  watched! 

Falling  down  the  hill  in  front  of 

Vail  -  my  shoes  flew  off. 

Being  introduced  to  my  freshman 

crush  and  he  wouldn't  dance 

with  me. 

Getting  frisked  by  Dean  Traylor. 

Trying  to  cash  a  check  made  out 

to  the  Traffic  Citations  Bureau  in 

the  bookstore. 


Who  do  you  have  a  crush  on? 


Russell  Greene 
Joey  Davenport 
Michael  Kopecky 
Jill  Sizemore 
Billy  Ivey 
Dr.  Case 
Dr.  Baggett 
Dr.  Corts 


Have  you  ever  been  chased  by 
security?  What  did  you  do? 


I  was  an  accomplice. 

Climbed  a  tree. 

I'd  rather  not  say  -  I  got  away. 

Rolled  the  Quad. 

Stole  their  smokes. 

Strolled  through  Vail  at  2  A.M. 

Ran  2  consecutive  stop  signs  - 

and  got  away. 

Rappelled  off  Beeson  Bridge. 

It  involved  eggs. 


For  the  College  of  Arts  & 
Sciences  to  start  a  good  govern- 
ment program. 
Better  chemistry  labs. 
Get  real! 

Good  computers. 
For  a  building  named  after  me. 
For  a  new  art  department! 
For  a  sorority  house. 


What  do  you  wish  we  had  more 
of  at  this  school? 


Boys  who  ask  girls  out. 

Intelligent,  open-minded  people. 

Cadavers. 

Democrats. 

People  who  stand  up  for  what 

they  believe  in. 

Technology. 

Computer  labs  that  work. 

People  of  other  religions  and  minorities. 

Understanding. 


Where  will  you  be  in  ten  years? 


Married,  one  kid,  famous. 

CEO  of  my  own  environmental 

agency. 

Out  of  graduate  school. 

Teaching. 

Next  door. 

Somewhere  in  the  South. 

In  Washington  -  I  hope. 

Barefoot  and  pregnant. 

A  state  of  bliss. 
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Hall  of  Fame/Sham 


Biggest  player  on  campus 

Kim  Martin  Eddie  Cronin         Jeff  Taylor  Wayne  Brown 

Eric  Motley  Ben  Percy  Mark  Bell  Dean  Traylor 

Most  obnoxious 

Russell  Greene  Mark  Nixon  Chris  Berkhan        Wes  Jowers 

Brandom  Gengelbach  Jonathan  Key        Craig  Falanga 

Smartest  person  you  know 

Ronald  Raulston  Dr.  Collins  Tammy  Lockwood 

Christina  Gargiulo  Steve  Hederman 

Biggest  slacker 

Brad  Law  James  Whitfield       Brad  Heifner       Amy  Litz 

Donald  Moore       Danny  Bernstein      Mike  Murphy      Sharla  Morris 

Best  professor 

Dr.  Neely  Dr.  Collins  Dr.  Venable  Dr.  Ponder 

Dr.  Howell  Dr.  Sansom  Ed  Landers  Dr.  Bill  Leonard 

Best  place  to  eat 

Lag's  Eatery  Los  Compadres 

Guadalajara's         Hot  &  Now 

Best  place  to  go  out 

Studio  Oak  Mountain  Roper's  O'Charley's 

O'Henry's  5  Points  Music  Hall  Club  South  Dave's 


Applebee's        Tia's  Superior  Gril 

J.  Alexander's        Eddie's  on  280 


Best  place  to  eat  after  you  go  out 

Moneer's  Krystal's  Waffle  House 


O'Charley's 


Most  creative  meal  in  the  caf 

Dinner  on  the  Dirt      Mardi  Gras  Nite      Oreo  Shakes      Shrimp  Lasagna 
Turkey  Tetrazzini         The  Salad  Bar  Stir  Fry      Any  combo  that  Dot  serves 

Worst  class  you  ever  took 

Productions/Operations       American  Gov't.  Statistics       Old  Testament 

Biochemistry  Calculus       Astronomy        American  Literature      Chemistry 

Best  reason  to  skip  class 

a  beautiful  day      sunshine  heliotherapy  boring  professor    volleyball 

lack  of  sleep  a  pool  called  my  name 

Best  thing  you've  ever  done  in  convo 

read  USA  Today      I  spoke       got  a  free  drink  &  chicken  sandwich         actually 
listened      values  violations      snored  in  the  balcony     balanced  my  checkbook 
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Samford  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Institution  and  welcomes  applications  for  employment  and  educational  programs 
from  all  individuals  regardless  of  race,  color,  sex,  handicap  or  national  or  ethnic  origin. 


